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Abstract

Corpus-based translation studies have been applied to testify the features of translational
behavior since Toury’s (1995) Descriptive Translation Studies and Baker’s hypothesis (1993)
of translation universals. This paper aims to explore the sentence length in translations by
using a small-scale bi-directional parallel corpus between Chinese and Japanese. There is a
conventional hypothesis that the translated text tends to be longer than its source text due to
explicitation. However, there are opposite evidence to prove that the thinking is not all
agreeable. This paper will test the hypothesis by verifying the factors that make sentence
length change in translated texts, and discuss what role corpus-based translation studies can

play in translation practice.
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1) Tirkkonen-Condit(2002:212-3) Ti, IRDIHIZH TV %, “The comments that accompanied the
texts that were thought to be translations, ... reflect an assumption that translations tend to be clumsy,
unidiomatic, and that they tend to sound like translations.”

2) Tirkkonen-Condit (ibid.:211-2) Ci, RO IR TV 3, “The subjects’ comments on the texts
that they assumed to represent original writing reflect an assumption that original writing is fluent,
natural, and idiomatic and expert-like and that it has good readability and natural sounding dialogue.”

3) A—/RAN—ZOFHFRIT T FHFREE AN DAL AL FHFEE AR FHER A~ DS 722 E DAt
FATHIE ST, #L<IF Olohan (2004) 2 4170,

4) CKIP O EFEIL I H 3 B Ehkraa 24 ) ThD, 7L <IT<http://ckipsvr.iis.sinica.edu.tw/>% % RS
WA

5) #£L<IL <http://chasen.naist.jp/hiki/ChaSen/> %S MIi7200,

6) A E DT BRAFE DI Z B DD LT, B TR O ST OBE L 25, Lo
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