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This part was translated from the fifth chapter of Book II with the original title of "Tranquility",

which suggested the state of mind of Bishop Myriel when facing Jean Valjean. The first few lines of
Su Manshu's translation quoted here were actually quite faithful to the original. Yet he added a
sentence of his own to describe Bishop's state of mind (underlined Chinese sentence), which could

be roughly translated like this:_The bishop feels a kind of panic. Obviously this added sentence was

not in conformity with the title of this chapter. As a matter of fact, this added sentence gave the

reader a negative image of Bishop Myriel

63



FRRBEFE~ DS 2

RIS 22N NIZFE SR8 (2 ) v 7 RFITEEFICL D),

Another piece of evidence to prove Su Manshu's hostility towards Christianity can be found in what
Ming Nande says about God. Ming Nande is a hero Su Manshu created in his translation of Vitor
Hugo's Les Misérables.
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People in this world talk of God every day. Do you think there really exists a God? In the ancient
barbarian age, many people were ignorant and they would do any mischief, so some clear-minded
people thought of something that they respected to avoid the mischief of the ignorant. So God
doesn't exist at all. When I was very small, I went to the church together with my father one Sabbath,
I heard the Bishop saying: "If you respect God, you should bring some money from time to time and
put it into the iron box in the church. Then the soul of your parents would go up to the heaven after

their death." I didn't quite believe such ridiculous talk5. (PEI 1982:170)
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